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Abstrak 
Penelitian ini menganalisa eksistensi perempuan sebagai the Other dan perjuangan perempuan 
untuk dianggap sebagai subjek yang eksis atau manusia seutuhnya melalui film yang berjudul 
Disobedience. Disobedience dirilis pada tahun 2018 dan disutradarai oleh Sebastian Lelio, film ini 
diangkat dari sebuah novel dengan judul yang sama oleh Naomi Alderman. Di dalam film tersebut, 
penelitian ini menganalisa keberadaan dan perlawanan Ronit sebagai karakter utama menjadi 
independent woman melalui perspektif Feminisme Eksistensialisme oleh Simone De Beauvoir. 
Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif analisis naratif yang merepresentasikan informasi 
dalam bentuk teks atau gambar dari film sebagai objek dari penelitian. Adapun isi dari analisis, 
sebagai berikut; (1) Pengembangan karakter Ronit terhadap sistem patriarki di dalam komunitas 
Yahudi Ortodoks di London. (2) Perjuangan Ronit sebagai putri Pendeta Yahudi yang diasingkan 
dan keputusannya untuk menjadi seorang fotografer di Manhattan. (3) Keberadaan Ronit terhadap 
diskriminasi dan subordinasi oleh karakter lain yang terkait dengan masalah feminisme. Pada 
kesimpulan melalui data yang telah dikumpulkan, Ronit sebagai karakter utama di film ini 
mengalami dinamika eksistensi dari the Other menjadi subjek yaitu independent woman. 
 
Kata Kunci : the Other, Disobedience, Independent Woman, Feminisme Eksistensialisme, 
Simone De Beauvoir. 
 
Abstract 
This study analyzes women’s existence as the Other and women’s struggle to be seen as an existing 
subject or a whole human being through a movie entitled Disobedience, which was based on a 
novel under the same title, written by Naomi Alderman. Directed by Sebastian Lelio, Disobedience 
was released in 2018. From the movie, this study analyzes the existence and resistance of Ronit as 
the main character who becomes an independent woman from the perspective of Existentialism 
Feminism by Simone De Beauvoir. The use of a qualitative method of narrative analysis in this 
study represents images or written information from the movie as the object of study. The contents 
of study are; (1) Development of the main character, Ronit, towards the patriarchal system in the 
Ortodox Jewish community in London. (2) Ronit’s struggle as a daughter of Jewish Raabi who was 
exiled and her decision to become a photographer in Manhattan. (3) Ronit’s existence towards the 
discrimination and subordination by other characters related to feminism. From the collected data, 
this study concludes, Ronit as the main character in the movie experiences the dynamics of 
existence from the Other to being the subject, that is an independent woman.  
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Feminism is an intellectual activity and political strategy that has a long history. 
Feminism can be understood as a study and also the methodology to uncover the unequal 
relations between men and women which causes the discrimination against women in all 
fields (Lubis,  2015: 96). It is the women's activist movement which has an enormous 
contribution to speak up about human rights, especially the status and the role of women in 
society.  
Historically, feminism can be divided into three waves. In the 1830s and the early 
1900s, the first wave was that women had first to gain dealt mainly it with suffrage, 
working conditions, and educational rights for women and girls. And came the second 
wave in the 1960s and the 1980s, women dealt with the inequality of laws, even cultural 
and gender inequalities in society. The third wave extended from the 1990s to the early 
2000s and was seen as a continuation of the second wave and a response to the perceived 
failures.  
In this study, some problems related to the feminism movement, but more focused 
more on the second wave. It is because of women’s lives from time to time, and they 
cannot express themselves freely, which is called patriarchy domination. Beauvoir once 
asked ‘’Do women think? Are women free? Or more precisely, whether women can think? 
Or can women be free? (Arivia, 2017:5).’’ These questions must inevitably acknowledge 
as the start of the feminist movement in Europe in the 20th century. She was famous in the 
second wave of feminism and published her literary work entitled The Second Sex. The 
Second Sex is a book that tells about the patriarchal system that dominates women, such as 
sexuality and society.  
This study will discuss more women’s existence as the Other and women's struggle 
are considered as a subject that exists through the Disobedience movie, directed by 
Sebastian Lelio released on April 27th, 2018. The movie was written by Sebastian Lelio 
and Rebecca Lenkiewicz based on the novel written by Naomi Alderman. 
From this movie, the study tries to identify Ronit’s struggling to becoming an 
independent woman against the patriarchal system. After that, this study finds out and 
analyzes the reflection of Ronit’s existence as the main character who encounters the 
problem, conflict, issue, and also image of women. Overall, the movie shows us how Ronit 
struggles to achieve her existence. Thus, Ronit’s existence can be explained by applying 
the theory of Beauvoir. 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Type of the Research 
This study applies the qualitative narrative analysis method. Qualitative 
procedure should end with some comments and components about narrative from 
the data analysis (Creswell, John W, 2017, p. 159). Data analysis present 
information in text or image from movie as the object of study. The intent of 
qualitative research is to understand a particular social situation, event, role, group, 
or interaction (Creswell, John W, 2017, p. 161).  
Subject of the study 
The subject of study is Disobedience movie. It was directed by Sebastian 
Lelio and released in April , 2018. Disobedience movie as the object of the 
study provides to finds out the social situation and event in narration through role 
and interaction from main character. It is largely an investigative process where the 
study gradually makes sense of a social phenomenon by contrasting, comparing, 
replicating, cataloguing and classifying the object of the study (Miles & Huberman, 
1984). This study should relate how the narrative outcome in the movie will be 
related to design types, such as illustrative structures, comparative, chronological, 
theory building, suspense, or unsequenced.  
 Data Collection 
1. Gathering observational notes by conducting an observation through 
watching the movie repeatedly; 
2. Gathering observational notes by conducting an observation through taking 
notes of scene and script from the movie; 
3. Examining trace evidence in movie as a social situation through underlying 
the important words, phrases, and sentences which are related to the study; 
4. Analyzing documentation and arranging the data into several parts based on 
its classification;  
5. Combining the evidence from documentation through elaborating narrative 
structure and ground theory;and 
6. Making the conclusion of the analysis that has already done in the former 
chapter and formulating its pedagogical suggestion. 
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Data Analysis 
1. Analyzing the conclusion of data collection on the structural elements of the 
movie; 
2. Analyzing the characterization of utterances in the Disobedience movie; 
and; 
3. Discussing the findings and combining them with the concept and theory of 
Simone De Beauvoir. 
 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
The analytical framework in this discussion answer the problems formulated in the 
Formulation of Study, in the following: 
1. The theoretical perspective of Simone de Beauvoir's Existentialism Feminism on the 
dynamics of Ronit's position and existential status as a woman in the movie. This 
theoretical perspective focus on Ronit’s existence and resistance to the patriarchal 
system to bring up two opposing existential positions. The existential dynamic that be 
discussed is Ronit's existential status as the Other until she gets the existential status as 
an independent woman. The discussion scheme of the study are as follows:  
 
a. The concept of patriarchy be elaborated with the data in the form of visual 
documentation and dialogue through a discussion. The discussion is about 
Ronit's existence to represent feminism, which contain Ronit returning to the 
patriarchal system and her historical background in Jewish Family. The next section 
of this discussion scheme is the impact of the patriarchal system, which Ronit faced 
to become the Other. 
b. The concept of Other be elaborated using a visual data of documentation and 
dialogue through a discussion of Ronit as the Other, while the last part contains the 
accumulation of the whole theory and the data elaboration which shows the 
conclusion of  Ronit as the subject of an independent woman as well as the Other. 
 
2. Ronit’s existential status, which developed into an independent woman proves her 
struggle and resistance in the construction of patriarchal culture. In this discussion, the 
concept of Other is not the final concept. Although the patriarchal concept turns out to 
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be very small in the intensity of change, it can still be changed. An authentic person's 
existence is a struggle and an effort to resist not be regarded as an object or the Other. 
This existence is achieved when a person becomes a subject or an independent woman. 
The analyzed data contains 19 scenes and 10 dialogues. The description and the 
explanation are adjusted to the narrative flow from the start to the end of the movie, 
including the dynamics of character development. Therefore, the synchronization 
scheme of qualitative narrative analysis method with Simone De Beauvoir's theory's 
application be in line with the dynamics of narrative and character. 
Ronit Khruskha was the main characther from this movie. She was a daughter of 
Rav Khruskha, Rabbi or Jewish religious leader in Hendon's Synagogue. Ronit had been an 
independent woman for a long time. She had to face culture shock once she came back to 
her hometown. Ronit's feelings of alienation are shown by her anxiety to mingle with 
people (figure 1.7). She even felt that she was not a part of the community because of the 
feeling of discomfort with people's stereotypes when they saw her appearance, speech, and 
lifestyle as an independent woman. One example of these annoying acts is Ronit had to 
tidy up her clothes just because of the community's view (figure 1.8). It was like women 





According to Beauvoir, male supremacy or man’s world can be traced in the film 
when Ronit meet her old friends. Her old friends, Dovid and Esti could not accept Ronit’s 
habit in Manhattan in her hometown (figure 1.9) and (figure 1.10). In addition, Ronit’s 
lifestyle and habits also have some restrictions because women might not be in direct 
contact with men who were not their husbands. Even though without hesitation, she 
smoked in front of her old friend, Dovid. Dovid was like the general public, someone who 
could not accept such a lifestyle yet, so the negative stigma still adheres to Ronit. 
 
 
Figure 1.7 Ronit is fixing her 
shirt 
Figure 1.8 Ronit is feeling alieniated 
in her home 













The theoretical explanation above was in line with the narrative flow and Ronit’s 
character's formation in the story. In her position as the Other, Ronit did not have proper 
rights socially nor in her family. Therefore the identity of her existence was always being 
the secondary and never being considered. Additionally, the proof of Ronit’s legal rights 
being manipulated and restricted are also mentioned in the storyline. 
Ronit Khruskha was the youngest of two daughters in the Khruskha family. Ronit is 
entitled to inherit legally from her family after the death of her older sister. Unfortunately, 
she faced many challenges to get her rights and felt the dominance of patriarchy again. 
Ronit: (Read newspaper) Rav Krushka's untimely death is a crushing 
blow to Anglo Jewry. He was a giant of the faith. Sadly, he left no 
children. 
That dialogue proved Ronit’s weak position to express herself and her identity as a 
part of the family due to the rebellion she did in the past. It showed that Ronit lost her 
position as the rightful heir of the Khruskha family. It also made the position of her 
existence as a Khruskha questionable. Thus, Ronit was increasingly becoming the Other. 
Ronit’s visit to her father’s grave (figure 3.2) for the last time before she returned 
to Manhattan, where she expresses herself as an independent woman (figure 1.1). Ronit 
last tribute to her late father, it showed that this family were a dilemma. It often occurs in 
everyday life just because of different opinions. One side, as a family head, the father 
figure always wants to provide the best education for his child. Although, he still shackled 
in conservative traditions such as patriarchal culture. On the other hand, a child must find 
his or her existence without external coercion, which comes even more from patriarchal 
Figure 1.10 Dovid denied Ronit’s 
greeting 
Figure 1.9 Ronit smokes in front of 
Dovid 
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domination. An authentic person's existence is a struggle and resistance effort not to be 
regarded as an object or the Other. This existence is achieved when a person can become a 








Mutual recognition of each other as free and as Other is the goal of liberation. 
Thus, the purpose of liberation is a picture and the narration of Ronit’s existence 
in Disobedience as the evidence of an independent woman in Beauvoir’s theory. She has 
found a situation where this mutual recognition sometimes exists today, the intimate 
heterosexual erotic encounter. According to Beauvoir in The Second Sex, the erotic 
experience is one that most poignantly discloses to human beings the ambiguity of the 
condition; in it they are aware of themselves as flesh and as spirit, as the Other and as the 
subject (2011:449).  
Women as the human being has the ambiguity either being subject or being the 
Other. The first, women should realize their position as the Other in the system of 
patriarchy. The second, women achieve their freedom as the ambiguity subject of their 
identity. Those things can be actualized by understanding continuously the important of 
freedom and struggle on women.  
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 Conclusion 
Ronit's life as an independent woman in Manhattan is far more advanced 
and developed. This conservative perspective is what Ronit has been trying to leave 
behind for a long time by leaving the patriarchal environment where she used to 
live. It showed that this family dilemma often occurs in everyday life just because 
of the difference of opinions. One side, as a family head, the father figure always 
Figure 3.2 Ronit take a photo of her 
grave’s father  
Figure 1.1 Ronit as a photographer 
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wants to provide the best education for his child. Although, it still shackled by 
conservative traditions such as patriarchal culture. Whereas, a child must be able to 
find his or her existence without external coercion, which comes even more from 
patriarchal domination. An authentic person's existence is a struggle and resistance 
effort not to be regarded as an object or the Other. This existence is achieved when 
a person can become a subject or in this study, become an independent woman. 
 Suggestion 
This study analyzes the main character in narrative structure through  the 
second wave feminism theory, especially, Existentialism Feminism by Simone De 
Beauvoir. First, this study suggests that the next researchers can use another wave 
of feminism, such as the first wave feminism and the third wave feminism. Since of 
this film has another issue that can be analyzed by other waves of feminism, such 
as LGBTQ issue that can be used as one of the researcher focuses. Second, besides 
choosing other waves of feminism, this study also suggests another research 
method that focuses on the social phenomenon of the issue of feminism. Third, it is 
suggested to use other analytical techniques in movie analysis rather than the 
narrative analysis used by this study, such as the semiotics and other methods.  
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